Adrian Wells - MWWG Executive Member Profile

Adrian Wells has been the manager of the Murray Darling
Association’s Albury-Wodonga office since 1993. He joined the
NSW Murray Wetlands Working Group in 1999 and provides a
community and Local Government perspective.

The membership of the Murray Darling Association (MDA) is
made up of over 100 Local Government councils across the
Murray-Darling Basin and provides a focus for the involvements
of those councils in natural resource management issues of the
Murray-Darling Basin.

“In the last 10 years there has been increasing community
awareness and understanding of the significance of wetlands,”
says Adrian. “Communities are now starting to understand that
wetlands are to be treasured and managed properly.”

Adrian, who has a background in horticulture, the media, rural
counselling, community development and rural education, has
served on the Community Advisory Committee of the Murray-
Darling Basin Ministerial Council.

He is a founding member of the National Carp & Pest Fish Task
Force and currently chairs the Murray-Darling Basin
Commission’s Native Fish Strategy Community Stakeholder
Task Force. He says bringing back the natural wetting and
drying phases of wetlands has enormous biodiversity benefits
which include improving opportunities for native fish as well as
helping to get rid of the carp in the wetlands.

In 1993, the MDA started to restore Pilby Creek on South
Australia’s Chowilla floodplain, removing carp, installing carp
exclusion screens and restocking with native fish. A university
study showed a vast improvement in water quality and
significant changes to the flora and fauna of the wetland.

“Some birds, insects and plants, not seen for many years,
began to turn up,” says Adrian.

Adrian was the project manager for one at the group’s
successful joint projects with the Murray Shire Council at
Horseshoe Lagoon at Moama (opposite Echuca) which has
been developed as an educational resource, informing people
of the importance of wetlands and floodplains.

The MWWG provided the technical advice and some funding for
this project which provides a model that can be used in other
places.

“The project attracted a lot of community input including the
Friends of Old Moama, Moama & District Landcare, Lead On
Youth Group, the Local Aboriginal Land Council and the Moama
Bowling Club,” says Adrian.
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The project is now developing an Aboriginal cultural heritage
trail.

One of the issues the MDA is very much involved in is
community engagement of a range of natural resource
management programs including managing alien fish and The
Living Murray.

“A key to community engagement is recognising and
harnessing local skills, expertise and knowledge that reside
next to our wetlands and along our waterways,” says Adrian.

Adrian, on behalf of the Murray Darling Association, has been
organising and running youth forums on natural resource
management along the Murray, Darling and Murrumbidgee
Rivers for several years. Some of the forums have been
conducted on behalf of catchment management authorities, an
activity that has increased in recent years. In 2002, he received
a Community Services Award from the Victorian Government
for services to education, including environmental education. In
2005, he was elected inaugural president of the new Wodonga
Middle Years College Council.

He has travelled widely, visiting Israel and England on study
tours as well as some 40 other countries, mainly in Europe and
Asia. He and his family live at Leneva, south-east on Wodonga.

Adrian Wells in front of a large education poster developed by the
Murray Darling Association, the Murray-Darling Freshwater Research
Centre and the Murray Wetlands Working Group to highlight the
importance of billabongs and wetlands.

The Murray Wetlands Working Group has generated a lot of
expertise over many years to teach other organisations about
the management of wetlands. The Group has gathered a
great deal of technical knowledge as well as practical
knowledge about community engagement processes —
Adrian Wells




