Judy Frankenberg - MWWG Executive Member Profile

Judy Frankenberg, vice-chairperson of the NSW Murray
Wetlands Working Group’s executive, has been on the
committee of the Group since its inception. Prior she was on
the Murray Catchment Management Committee which was the
precursor of the current catchment management authority.

For more than 30 years Judy and husband Roger have run a
Red Angus beef cattle stud and Wiltshire Horn sheep at their
225 ha farm near Howlong, NSW.

Judy is a scientist with expertise in floodplain and wetland
management. For the past 40 years she has worked in the
environmental field. She was a part-time research scientist at
the Murray —Darling Freshwater Research Centre from 1987 —
2000, investigating the role of vegetation in bank stability, and
contributing to research on floodplain wetlands.

Judy continues to work as an environmental consultant on
projects such as the duplication of the Hume Highway north of
Albury. She has worked in dryland and wetland environments
throughout Victoria and southern NSW where she carried out
vegetation assessments for many different projects, developed
a Willow Management Strategy for the Goulburn-Broken CMA,
and contributed to a number of creek and river management
strategies.

Judy is particularly keen on seeing the MWWG's environmental
water going onto private wetlands.

“We've put water into the Barmah and a few other wetlands;
we've piggybacked on floods; we've been able to water a few
large wetlands here and there, which is terrific, but | think the
best thing we do is provide water for landholders, primarily in
the irrigation areas, because that's where it is now physically
impossible to get water into the wetlands through natural
flooding,” says Judy.

“With the help of Murray Irrigation Ltd., and using their
infrastructure, we've been able to get water into those local
wetlands, which individually are quite small, but collectively add
enormously to the diversity of the landscape. It is a part of the
landscape that was becoming almost extinct, in an area that
used to be a very diverse wetland landscape, pre-settlement.
That is why it was called the Riverina.”

Judy says these wetlands were often dry but when the floods
came they were tremendously productive.

“A lot of our animals and birds had adapted to that cycle,” says
Judy. “As have some of our plants, things like nardoo, a little
water fern, will sit there for 20 years under the ground and
doesn’t shoot until the water comes.
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“These plants are very resilient but there is a limit to how long
they can last. The longer these areas stay dry, the less their
chance of coming back.”

Judy who is also an active member of West Hume Landcare
Group drew parallels between the work of the two groups.

“Up here we are restoring our woodlands by planting trees and
shrubs on our farms, and trying to save the patches of trees and
shrubs that are left, to get the biodiversity back,” says Judy. “On
the floodplains it's the wetlands that are a significant part of the
diversity but the landholders really don’'t have the capacity to
help restore the biodiversity because they can't afford the
water.”

However Judy believes that if the “good years of plentiful water
return” landholders who have been involved with the MWWG in
watering projects will use their own water to water the wetlands
“now they have seen how wonderful it is, and what a difference
it can make.”

“As a member of the Executive | step back and look at the
bigger picture rather than get involved in the details”, says Judy.
“It's very rewarding and not taxing we've always managed to
have funds to employ project officers.

“We come up with ideas and have discussions but don't actually
have to do the work. By having skilled staff with enormous
enthusiasm for what they do, we really get results on the ground
and make a difference. ”

Judy Frankenberg

“I'm a plant ecologist with an interest in wetland ecology,”
says Judy. “I find my involvement with the Wetlands Working
Group enormously satisfying.” Judy Frankenberg




