
 
 
 
 There would be few people in Australia who know more about 
the ecology of our alpine wetlands than alpine ecologist Roger 
Good.  Roger, who retired from the NSW Parks & Wildlife 
Service in 2004, has spent a lifetime researching and managing 
the alpine wetlands.  
 
A community member of the MWWG’s executive since 2007 
and involved in the Group since its inception, Roger is still 
actively involved in protecting and rehabilitating alpine wetlands, 
but more so these days in a planning, training, and advisory 
capacity. 
 
“The program we are implanting in the Alps Parks is arguably 
the only field-based program actually doing something on the 
ground to mitigate the effects of predicted climate change on 
natural ecosystem processes,” says Roger who convenes the 
Alps National Park Mire Rehabilitation Team.  The team 
operates under the Australian Alps National Parks Interstate 
Management Agreement that Roger helped establish in the 
1980s. 
 
Roger, who grew up around Griffith, in NSW, went to Yanco 
Agricultural High School, and then Hawkesbury Agricultural 
College on a Soil Conservation Service scholarship.  From 1965 
to 1974 he continued studying full and part-time with graduate 
and post graduate studies (agriculture and ecology) at New 
England and New South Wales Universities.  During his school 
and college holidays, as a soil conservation service trainee, he 
worked in the mountains (Kosciusko and the Snowys) where he 
became interested in alpine ecology under mentor Dr Alec 
Costin, a pioneer himself in this field.  Following his 
appointment as a Soil Conservationist, Roger was, for seven 
years, in charge of the now much acclaimed ‘alpine area 
rehabilitation program’ which included alpine wetlands damaged 
and eroded by cattle grazing within the Kosciusko National 
Park. 
 
In 1974, he joined NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service as a 
botanist/ecologist and while he had a wide area of 
responsibility, he worked mostly on further developing 
techniques to restore alpine ecosystems, particularly, alpine 
wetlands. 
 
“This work gave me the opportunity to travel around the world 
and work with other scientists based in New Zealand, Europe 
and the U.S,” says Roger who has travelled extensively, 
published more than 100 papers in various scientific papers,  
written chapters for many books including Fire and Australian 
Biota, Bushfires-Their Effect on Australia Life and Landscape, 
The Scientific Significance of the Australian Alps, Managing 
Mountain Protected Areas: Challenges and Responsibilities for 
the 21st Century and his own book on the natural resources and 
history of Kosciuszko National Park – Kosciuszko Heritage, and  
contributed to and presented at many conferences. 

From 1977 to 1982 he was seconded to CSIRO in Canberra 
where he did a major study on the impact of prescribed burning 
on the sub-alpine area of the Alps where he helped develop a 
computer-based fire management program. 
 
For the past six years Roger has been involved in a research 
program looking at the impacts of climate change on the Alpine 
environment and was one of the authors of the report - The 
ecological impacts of global warming – potential impacts on the 
biota of the Australian Alps - for the Australian Greenhouse 
Office which was published in 2003. 
 
“In the last decade the interest in catchment hydrology, water 
yield, environmental flows etc. from the catchments has given 
new impetus to rehabilitating wetlands impacted by fires, 
particularly the 2003 fires which swept across the mountains,” 
says Roger. 
 
Roger is also a: 

·  member of the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature 

·  member of World Conservation for Protected Areas 
·  member of the International Mountain Forum 
·  executive member of Australian Network for Plant 

Conservation 
·  chair of the Yass River Revival Program (a committee 

under the Murrumbidgee Catchment Management 
Authority) 

·  convenor of a Landcare Group 
·  visiting scientist at the National Botanic Gardens in 

Canberra 
·  visiting research fellow at Australian National 

University  
·  and part-time lecturer at Charles Sturt University in 

Fire Science and Management 
 
And is his “spare time” Roger, who has a small farm at 
Bungendore on the outskirts of Canberra, is slowly transforming 
it back to a woodland with native grasses; and does carriage 
driving with Welsh Forest ponies. 
 

 
Roger Good 
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Roger Good - MWWG Executive Member Profile 

“Wetlands have always been an interest of mine, 
professionally and personally”- Roger Good 


