Vin Byrnes - MWWG Executive Member Profile

It's wonderful to discover people like Vin Byrnes still actively
involved in community groups like the NSW Murray Wetlands
Working Group.

Vin, a retired viticulturist, is 80 years old this year (2008). His
experience in and knowledge of irrigation farming and the
associated dried fruit industry, makes him a highly valued
member of the Group’s executive.

He strikes you as a person with lots of “hands-on practical
knowledge” able to put forward a farmer’'s perspective in any
discussion on environmental watering and wetland
management.

Brought up on a grazing property, Wamberra Station, in the
Wentworth district in far south-western NSW, as a young man
Vin struck out on his own in 1950 and bought a 15 ha (35 acre)
irrigation farm in the Coomealla Irrigation Area near the junction
of the Murray and Darling Rivers. There he and his wife raised
a family of five children and grew grapes for wine and dried fruit
production for 45 years.

“I've seen enormous changes in irrigation practices over the
years,” says Vin. “Changes from open channels to pipelines,
from flood-watering to overhead sprays, low level drip, and
scheduling. “

Vin was a member of the Australian Dried Fruit Association’s
Board of Management and its Export Control Board for 18
years. During that time he was also chairman of the
association’s water and salinity sub-group, and the group’s
representative on the Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on
Salinity, which he chaired for 15 years.

After retiring from the farm in 1995 (his son took over and now
grows wine grapes) Vin found time to be more involved in
catchment management issues.

He was a member of the Lower Murray Darling River
Management Committee which evolved into the Lower Murray
Darling Catchment Management Board and is now the Lower
Murray Darling Catchment Management Authority (CMA). Vin
is still a member of the CMA. He was chair of the LMDRMC
Riverine sub committee, and also chair of the Murray Darling
Water Management Action Plan. He was also a member of the
Lower Murray Darling River Management Board, and the Lower
Murray Darling Community Reference Committee.

Vin has been a member of NSW Murray Wetlands Working
Group since 1995. He describes it as a “great group with very
decided staff.”
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“They are a wonderful group with some very qualified people,”
says Vin. “I'm not a scientist but | do have some practical
knowledge.”

Vin says he will have to retire from the Group’s executive “one
day, I'm getting too old but I'll still have an interest and stay in
contact via the internet and email.”

Vin has embraced the new technology and keeps up to date
with what is happening in terms of water policies, river
management and environmental issues via the web and
newspapers.

“l would have more time than some of the others to do that,”
says Vin. “And I'm lucky. | have a son who is an engineer who
passes a lot of the latest information on to me. |1 do read a lot. |
used to read a lot of novels but | don’t have time to do that
these days.”

Vin lives at Dareton which is close to Mildura on the NSW side
of the Murray and “close to a first class golf course. You can't
get much better than that.”

Vin Byrnes

“I'm very interested in the river and always have been...| love
fishing and | love the river. It's very important to me. I've
always believed that the environment and irrigators can exist
together with a bit of commonsense, but a healthy river is a
necessity for both.”™- Vin Byrnes




